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in England at what was considered his warlike
policy was already swelling into fierce denuncia-
tions against him, his pride, his greed, and his
French proclivities. English people cared little
for the troubles of the Italian Pope; or indeed
for anything else, so long as they were allowed
to live and trade in peace; and they knew full well
that war with the Emperor would mean the closing-
of the rich Flemish and Spanish markets to them,
as well as the seizure of their ships and goods.
But to Wolsey's ambition the imprisonment of
Clement VII. seemed to open a prospect of un-
limited power. If Francis and Henry were closely
allied, with the support of the Papacy behind
them, Wolsey might be commissioned to exercise
the Papal authority until he relieved the Pontiff
from duress, and in due course might succeed
to the chair of St. Peter. So, deaf to the mur-
muring of the English people, he pressed on ;
his goal being to bind France and England closely
together that he might use them both.
The marriage treaty of Mary with the Duke
of Orleans, instead of with his father, was agreed
upon by Francis and the Cardinal at Amiens
in August 1527. But Wolsey knew that the
marriage of the children could not be completed
for some years yet, and he was impatient to forge
an immediately effective bond. Francis had a
sister and a sister-in-law of full age, either of
whom might marry Henry. But Katharine stood
in the way, and she was the personification of the
imperial connection. Wolsey had no scruples:
he knew how earnestly his master wished for a
son to inherit his realm, and how weak of will